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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Vaqueros de la Cruz del Diablo is a photography essay about the Northern Mexico Vaqueros
(cowboys) set in high Sierra Madre Mountains of Sonora Mexico.

The project encompasses 35 years worth of images that reflect the human essence and traditions of
this sinuous corner of Mexico. The everyday life of the Vaquero is transformed into a visual story
intended to draw the audience into the complex. Over time | have cultivated an intimate relationship
with the towns and its people, allowing me to capture the Vaquero’s environment in a way that that
would be difficult for someone merely passing through. As a result, | am able to use my photography
to tell a story that intertwines all the aspects of the Vaquero Norteno’s world — family, religion,
traditions, culture, work and animals.

The historical significance of the project for Sonora, as well as for the Vaquero culture is

twofold. First, the Sonoran Vaqueros are the original Cowboys - it was from the Northern Mexico
Vaquero that the western cowboy culture was born and this project is a contemporary portrait of that
important part of Sonora and more broadly Mexico and the western United States history. Second, in
contrast to that, the influx of western modern culture has eroded the Vaquero presence over the last
few generations — as has been seen around the world with local cultures. And with the increasing
influence of western modern culture via the Internet and social media, the traditional Vaquero is
starting to disappear. It's likely that in another generation or two, this traditional way of life will be all
but a memory. The images in this project reflect a combination of the past with a touch of modernity
that makes it intriguing to the eyes of strangers as a figure they previously only knew from comic
books or movies.

In my latest work for this project, | have focused on photographing the Vaqueros in an Architectural
Portrait style, posed in their natural environment and surrounded by the elements of their labor —
those things that in part, identify them as Vaqueros, and in which they take tremendous pride. These
portraits are not intended to be realistic in a journalistic sense, instead, they are realistic moments of
how the Vaqueros see themselves.

Through this project, | have enlisted fellow artist Leo Lopez to create music, lyrics and short poems
in the style of Musica Nortena to accompany the visual story, thereby providing the audience a
deeper experience. The Musica Nortena style started in the fields of northern Mexico by campesinos
(farmers). They would relay stories of the revolution to different communities through song. By
summoning this older style of music and communication, Leo is preserving and relaying the story of
the traditional Vaquero Norteno.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

As the son of a German and Puerto Rican, | lived my childhood and adolescence in various countries
throughout the world which helped to influence and cultivate my artistic sensibility and respect for
diverse cultures. It was as an adolescent that | was first immersed into Huasabas as an exchange
student, and over time it has become a place where | am able to freely express my visual sentiments
by sharing my love and respect for this place the Vaqueros call home.



